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Audio recordings of our pastors’ messages are available on CD or cassette 
from the church office for $3 per copy.

Messages may also be heard online at www.centraltolife.com.

9:40 & 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
Central United Methodist Church

Sunday, January 6, 2013

Epiphany of the Lord
 Christian fellowship is very much a part of Central United Methodist Church. Enjoyment of 

one another in friendly conversation is always in order until the service begins.

Invitation to Worship                                                                     Jim Hightower                                                

Songs of Praise and Worship 

     I Stand Amazed/How Marvelous

Prayer 					                                                 Carl Palmer	

Welcome and Ritual of Friendship                                     

Discipleship Opportunities and Ministry Spotlight                        Carl Palmer

Songs of Praise and Worship 

    The Great I Am

    Our God

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings                              
(If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering unless 
you are moved to do so. The offering is primarily for members and regular attendees who consider 
Central their church home.)

Special Music                                Winter Snow  	               Worship Team

Scripture Reading                   2 Samuel 9: 1 – 8, 13          

Message                                 From a Desolate Place                        Carl Palmer
                                                  to Redeeming Grace

Service of Holy Communion

Sending Forth        		                                                            Carl Palmer                      
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Message Notes
From a Desolate Place 
to Redeeming Grace

 2 Samuel 9: 1 – 8, 13

Key Verse: 
2 Samuel 9:13  And Mephibosheth, who was crippled in both feet, 
lived in Jerusalem and ate regularly at the king’s table.

What does FEAR do to us?

Fear ___________________

Fear ___________________

      Three phases:

       merimnano – the occupation of the attention of the ___________________

       perispano – to draw a net around; to ______________________

       turbanzo – the outward expression of _______________________

Fear ___________________

The opposite of fear is:

H_______________  me in my weakness

O_________________ my anxiety

P__________________ is revealed in me

E__________________ me to change

Welcome Guests!
If you are visiting Central today, we are very pleased that you have chosen to worship with us. 
Visitor brochures are available in the Welcome Center for your convenience in becoming more 
acquainted with our church family. If you are a first-time visitor, we would like to offer you a 
special gift to assist you on your spiritual journey.  Just stop by the Welcome Center and pick up 
your free copy of More Than A Carpenter by Josh McDowell. Again, we are delighted you are 
here and want you to feel at home amongst us. Let us know how we can assist you.

2012 Giving
We are pleased to report that financial books for 2012 are now closed and that God has once 
again shown His faithfulness through the Central family by providing for all of Central’s 
financial needs for 2012.  We want to thank all of you who have given so sacrificially during 
these challenging economic times to ensure that the ministries and missions of Central are 
able to continue.  We are well positioned as we begin the new year.  Our prayer is that God will 
continue to show His favor and blessings upon the Central family and that we may continue to 
grow in our generosity.

The River
Feel the need to be renewed? Come to “The River” and drink deep from God this evening from 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in Wesley Chapel. It’s a time of worship, prayer, and renewal.  Childcare will be 
provided.

Wednesday Night Live
The spring semester of Wednesday Night Live will begin this Wednesday, January 9th, with 
a light meal in the Great Hall beginning at 5:00 p.m. Most classes begin at 6:00 p.m.  To find 
out what classes have openings, call Susan Meek in the church office at 442-1818. If you are 
currently enrolled in a class from the fall session, you do not need to re-register. To help us plan 
our childcare on Wednesday evenings more accurately, we are asking that families needing 
childcare register their children at ahutson@centraltolife.com, or by calling the reservation line 
at 479-442-1826. We’ll see you there!

“Created By God” Workshop
Central is once again offering the “Created By God” workshop to 6th grade students. “Created 
By God” is a human sexuality workshop that helps students understand that their bodies, their 
relationships, and their sexuality are all a part of God’s grand design. We will be offering the 
workshop on Sunday, January 27, from noon to 6:00 p.m. in Wesley Chapel. Lunch will be provided. 
A parent meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 13, from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. in Wesley 
104 and attendance is required before students will be allowed to participate in the 
workshop. For more information, or to register for this important event, contact Keith Hoggard 
at 442-1811 or khoggard@centraltolife.com.

The Gathering Women’s Bible Study
The Gathering’s winter/spring Bible study, Landmines in the Path of the Believer by Charles 
Stanley, is scheduled to begin January 16th and end April 10th, 2013. Please join us on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., as we study Biblical principles for identifying and avoiding these 
common “landmines” in our lives that often leave a path of destruction.  We will look at pride, 
jealousy and envy, insecurity, compromise, unforgiveness, disappointment, fear, immorality, and 
laziness.  We’d love to have you along for this 12-week journey into God’s Word.  You may sign 
up online at www.centraltolife.com/thegathering or by calling Susan Meek in the church office at 
442-4237.  The cost of the workbook is only $5.  Childcare is available upon request. 

Discovery Class for Prospective Members
Central’s next Discovery class for those desiring to explore membership in Central will be 
held on Sunday, January 20th.  The class will begin at 4:00 p.m. and conclude around 8:00 
p.m. Central’s pastors will lead the class and cover the History of Christianity and United 
Methodism, Distinctive United Methodist Beliefs, Central’s Mission and Vision statements, 
Steps to Salvation, and the Meaning and Expectations of Membership. A light meal will be 
served halfway through the evening, and childcare is available with reservation by January 
16th. Registration is available online at www.centraltolife.com, or by contacting Lora Hayes in 
the church office at 442-4237, or lhayes@centraltolife.com.


