
Audio recordings of our pastors’ messages are available on CD or cassette 
from the church office for $3 per copy.

Messages may also be heard online at www.centraltolife.com.
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Message Notes
Whose Birthday Is It, Anyway?

III. A GPS Recalculation!
Matthew 2:1-12

Things I’d like to remember from today’s message:

Scripture Reading                              Matthew 2:1-12                                         N.T., p. 1 

Morning Message              Whose Birthday Is It, Anyway?           Rev. Carl D. Palmer		
	                                      III. A GPS Recalculation! 
Hymn of Response                             We Three Kings                                           No. 254         

Benediction                                                                                         Rev. Carl D. Palmer		
Congregational Response

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Reception of New Members (11:00)

Postlude                                  Hark the Herald Angels Sing                              arr. Story                                                                                                                                
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Rev. Carl D. Palmer
December 23, 2012

Welcome Guests!
If you are visiting Central today, we are very pleased that you have chosen to worship with 
us. Visitor brochures are available in the Narthex for your convenience in becoming more 
acquainted with our church family. If you are a first-time visitor, we would like to offer you a 
special gift to assist you on your spiritual journey.  Just stop by the Narthex and pick up your 
free copy of The Case for Christmas by Lee Strobel. Again, we are delighted you are here and 
want you to feel at home amongst us. Let us know how we can assist you.

Christmas Offering
Today we continue to receive our annual Christmas offering to help us meet our 2012 budget 
and ministry goals. We need some generous second-mile gifts as our fiscal year draws to a close. 
You have been faithful in the past. We know we can count on you now. Thanks for remembering 
your church with a special gift during Christmas! 

End of the Year Giving
We are most appreciative of all year-end gifts. Remember that it is very important for any gifts 
designated for the 2012 budget to be received or postmarked by December 31st, in order to be 
credited as a 2012 contribution. Thanks for your faithfulness! 

Christmas Eve Services of Candlelight and Carols
Again this year at Central, four services of carols, candles, and Holy Communion are available 
on Christmas Eve. Tomorrow’s special services will be held at 1:00, 3:00, 5:30, and 7:30 p.m.  A 
contemporary Christmas Eve service is again available this year in the Activities Center at 1:00 
p.m. All of the familiar elements of our long-standing Christmas Eve services will be presented 
with a slightly different twist. In the Sanctuary, three identical services of carols, candles, and 
Holy Communion will be available, just as in years past. Culminate your celebration of Christ’s 
birth by being part of one of these special services, which have become a Fayetteville and 
Northwest Arkansas tradition.

Christmas Eve Reserved Seating, Great View!   
Anyone high school age and above is invited to participate in one or more of the Christmas Eve 
choirs in the Sanctury. Visiting guests are also welcome. Besides having reserved seating, choir 
participants also enjoy the spectacular view of the Sanctuary filling with candlelight.  If you are 
interested in participating in a Christmas Eve choir for the 3:00, 5:30, and/or 7:30 p.m. service, 
rehearsal will begin promptly an hour before the service in the choir room. There is a place for 
you!  Please contact Marci Milus at mmilus@centraltolife.com or 442-1819 to advise us of your 
interest and to obtain the music in advance.  

Volunteer Opportunities on Christmas Eve
Ushers Needed
Ushers are needed for the Christmas Eve services at 1:00, 5:30, and 7:30 p.m. Thirty-one 
ushers are needed for each service.  If you are able to serve as an usher, please call Theresa 
at 442-1809, or email her at thenretty@centraltolife.com.
Nursery Caregivers Needed
Do you want to help make Christ Central to Life for someone this Christmas season? 
Consider serving in the nursery during one of our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. 
This could also be a great Christmas Eve service opportunity for families! Contact Amber 
Hutson at 479-442-1826, or ahutson@centraltolife.com.

All Services in the Great Hall on December 30th
The Traditional and Contemporary services will join together in the Great Hall for worship on 
Sunday, December 30th, while the Sanctuary vaulted ceiling is being painted.  There will be three 
services that day – 8:30 a.m. (traditional style), 9:40 a.m. (contemporary style), and 11:00 a.m. 
(blended traditional and contemporary style).  Central members who have passed away this year 
will be remembered during the Service of Commemoration that will take place during all three 
services.  Let us worship our Lord and Savior together!   

Holiday Office Schedule
Church offices will be closed on Tuesday, December 25th, and Wednesday, December 26th, 
in observance of the Christmas holiday. We will be open for business on Thursday, December 
27th, and Friday, December 28th. In addition, the offices will be open on Monday, December 
31st, and then closed on Tuesday, January 1st, in observance of New Year’s Day. 

Lord’s Day Celebration
Sunday, December 23, 2012

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services
Fourth Sunday of Advent

 Christian fellowship is very much a part of Central United Methodist Church. Enjoyment of 
one another in friendly conversation is always in order until the sounding of the chimes.

Prelude                                             Christmas Medley                                 arr. Smith                                                    

Choral Introit                           Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                            Smith

Welcome                  		                                   Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (8:30)
                                                                                              Dr. Steven K. Pulliam (11:00)                                         

Hymn of Praise                       Angels from the Realms of Glory                          No. 220

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                     Susan and Paul Anderson (8:30)
	             Jennifer and Mark Kidd, James, Allison, and Jesse Covington (11:00)

    Pastor:             The fourth Advent candle is the candle of love. God loves us so  		
	               much that Jesus came. God loves us more than we can imagine.

   People:  	 God loves us; that is the focus of Jesus’ life.

Pastor:	 This is the meaning of Christmas; God loved us enough to become 	
		  human, to become one of us.

People:  	 God loves us; let us love one another.

Pastor:	 When we love and accept one another, we love Christ. When we  		
	                see love, we see God.

People:  	 God is love. Whoever dwells in love dwells in God.

Pastor:	 Light four candles of the Advent Wreath.

		  (Pause for the lighting of the candles.)

All:  		  Dear God, it is hard to imagine that your great love was 
                   revealed to us in a little baby. Let us see that little acts of  		
                   love can grow and grow to change the world. Amen.

Congregational Response 
What child is this who, laid to rest, 

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping?
Moments of Prayerful Intercession                                               Dr. Steven K. Pulliam          

Prayer of Expectation and Lord’s Prayer     

Choral Response                         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                               arr.  Reed

Children’s Message                      (5th grade and under)                       Susan Williams    

Recognition of New Members (11:00)              

Ritual of Friendship		                                   Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (8:30)
                                                                                              Dr. Steven K. Pulliam (11:00)                                         

Discipleship Opportunities and Ministry Spotlight

Offertory Prayer & Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings  

Offertory Anthem                    Children of Light, Rejoice!                               Medema                                                               	
				         Sanctuary Choir

Doxology    	  					                                        No. 94	

		    


