
Audio recordings of our pastors’ messages are available on CD or cassette 
from the church office for $3 per copy.

Messages may also be heard online at www.centraltolife.com.
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Message Notes
Keeping the Faith...

III. In Our Covenant with God
Joshua 24:14-18; 23-26

 Things I’d like to remember from today’s message:

Rev. J. Anthony Holifield
November 18, 2012

*

Keeping the Faith Covenant Stewardship Campaign
Today is Covenant Sunday.  At each service of Worship Celebration this morning, we will have 
the opportunity to respond to God’s blessings in our lives by making our giving and service 
covenants with God for the coming year.  If for any reason you do not have a covenant card, 
you will find extras in the pews or with the ushers.  Our individual covenants are between us 
and God, but as we strive to keep the faith, they become a part of the many things we do in His 
name.  Thank you for your continuing role in the life of Central United Methodist Church. To 
God be the glory!

November Is Tithing Month at Central
November is Tithing Month at Central. All members and friends of Central are challenged to test 
God’s promise of blessing in Malachi 3:10 and try tithing 10% of their income to the Lord’s work 
during the month of November.  Those who are already tithers are challenged to give at least one 
percentage point above the tithe in November.  If you come to the end of the month and don’t feel 
you have been blessed in the process, the church will return all of your November contributions 
with no questions asked.  Prayerfully consider this November challenge.  It’s a matter of faith, and 
both you and the work of Christ through Central will be blessed in the process.

Advent Study
The Testament Class will begin an Advent study on Sunday, November 25th, called, A Different Kind 
of Christmas: Living & Giving like Jesus.  This five-week study will help participants see the traps and 
discontentment of consumerism and the call of God to live generously to fulfill God’s mission in the 
world. Study leader is Brian Swain. The class meets at 9:40 a.m. each Sunday in Wesley 202. 

Hanging of the Greens
Hanging of the Greens will take place after the 11:00 o’clock worship services next Sunday,  November 
25th.  If you are interested in helping to decorate the Sanctuary and Great Hall for Christmas, please 
contact Fenner Russell to make a lunch reservation at frussell@centraltolife.com or 442-1824.

Advent Candle Lighting Opportunities
Each year during Advent, Central members take part in Sunday morning Contemporary and 
Traditional Worship Services by lighting the Advent candles. There are twenty services for 
which candle lighters are needed, including four services on Christmas Eve. Individuals, 
families, or groups of friends are welcome!  If you are interested in serving in this way and have 
not lit the Advent candles within the past five years, please contact Marci Milus at 442-1819, or 
mmilus@centraltolife.com. 

AARP Driver Safety Course
An AARP Driver Safety Program class will be held on Saturday, December 1st, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. in Wesley 306-307. This class is especially designed for drivers over the age of 55 to 
assist them to become safer drivers.  Completion of the course qualifies participants to receive 
an automobile insurance discount in the State of Arkansas. There will be a small fee to cover the 
cost of materials. Non-AARP members are invited to participate in the class.  AARP Members will 
need to provide their membership card and membership number to receive the $2.00 discount on 
the class fee. Reservations are required.  You may register online at www.centraltolife.com or by 
phone by contacting Susan Meek at 442-4237.

The River
Has your life gotten too busy?  Having a hard time getting quiet before God?  Our schedules 
have taken over, life is coming at us, and the holidays are just around the corner! Make some 
time now to quiet yourself and bring everything to our Lord on Sunday, December 2nd, from 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in Wesley Chapel. Childcare is available.

New Prison Ministry
Our church has recently partnered with Pathway to Freedom (www.ptfprison.org), a ministry 
that helps restore the lives of men in the prison system by taking them through a Christ-
centered rehabilitation program, and assisting them in the challenges of re-entry, once their 
time is served.  A part of that program involves a quarterly one-day event where people come to 
the prison to share their faith and offer encouragement to the men.  Central will be participating 
in the next one-day event on Friday, January 11th. The deadline for registration is Wednesday, 
December 12th. If you would like more information on how you can be involved, please 
contact Austin Chatelain at 479-422-7355 or austin.chatelain@gmail.com or Dean Mangum at 
deanmangum@yahoo.com or 501-772-2373.

Lord’s Day Celebration
Sunday, November 18, 2012

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services
Covenant Sunday

 Christian fellowship is very much a part of Central United Methodist Church. Enjoyment of 
one another in friendly conversation is always in order until the sounding of the chimes.

Sounding of the Chimes                  

Prelude & Choral Introit      Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                              Raney 
                                 Marci Milus, organ; Jonathan Story, piano; Sanctuary Choir       

Welcome                                                                                Dr. Steven K. Pulliam (8:30)
                                                                                         Rev. J. Anthony Holifield (11:00)
Call to Worship

Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the Lord!
People: Come into His presence with singing!
Pastor: Enter His gates with thanksgiving!
People: Enter His courts with praise!

Hymn of Praise                                We Gather Together                                       No. 131                      

Moments of Prayerful Intercession                                                  Rev. Carl D. Palmer                    

Prayer of Expectation and Lord’s Prayer           		             

Choral Response                     Now Thank We All Our God                                Cruger

Infant Baptism                                                                            Luke Fuller Bryan (8:30)

Children’s Message                      (5th grade and under)                       Susan Williams       

Ritual of Friendship		                                              Rev. J. Anthony Holifield                           

Discipleship Opportunities and Ministry Spotlight                

Offertory Prayer & Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings    
(If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering 
unless you are moved to do so. The offering is primarily for members and regular attendees 
who consider Central their church home.)

Offertory Anthem                  Let All Things Now Living                                 arr.  Davis
                                                                   Sanctuary Choir
Doxology    	  					                                        No. 94	

Scripture Reading                       Joshua 24:14-18; 23-26                                 O.T., p. 212

Morning Message                          Keeping the Faith...          Rev. J. Anthony Holifield	
		                     III. In Our Covenant with God

Hymn of Covenant                              Give Thanks                                                  Insert                   

Service of Holy Communion and Covenant (Intinction)
(At the direction of the ushers, come down the center aisle of the main Nave to receive Holy 
Communion  by the method of intinction.  Place your covenant card on the chancel rail, and then 
feel  free to spend a few moments in prayer before securing your rock of covenant and returning 
to your seat by your section’s outer aisle.)

Consecration of Covenants                                                        Rev. J. Anthony Holifield

Congregational Response	
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

I will serve Thee, Alleluia, I will serve Thee, Alleluia,
I will serve Thee, Alleluia, I will serve Thee, Alleluia.            

Postlude                                   Now Thank We All Our God                                 arr. Fox                                                
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